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THE MISSING PRINCE 

ADVENTURE OF AN AMATEUR DE¬ 
TECTIVE. 
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The lirm of Muck & Brlghtsmith w.is 
gcod enough to express Its great and grate¬ 
ful appreciation of ray help In the ease 
of the Escondlda mine. It promised me 
other work of the same kind, plenty. :f 1 
tartd to take It up. and soon sent to ask 
wlie'her I could undertake a confidential 
mission to Algeria 

It was to convey a considerable sum of 
money In specie to the remote town -if 
Biskra. a health resort of growing popular¬ 
ity. situated in the far-off iiesert. almost on 
the coniines of the great Sahara. 

"The money Is to be paid over In ex¬ 
change fer a certain compromising doc¬ 
ument. one that closely affects the honor 
and character of a gnat family. Will you 
go?" sard Harry Brigntsmlth. 

I expressed my readiness, but asked why 
the sum could not be paid by check. 

"The demand Is for gold. In any case, 
we wish to secure the pal-era in lull ac- 
<1 all t a nee. and this can best—can only—be 
none by Hie hand of n thoroughly trust¬ 
worthy agent, some one wl.o Will. If neces¬ 
sary, give and take at one and the same 
time." 

•'If necessary?” I Inquired, catcnlng at 
th< doubt Implied. 

"\\ have no absolute certainty. Mac. 
that the demand Is just 11.ed. that the cure 
Is bona fide, and rot trumped up for the 
extortion of blackmail. Inis Is a nolle r 
and sill! stronger reason for our applied- 
ti n la you. If you ■•an only find .hat 
there has lien any foul play anywhere. 
>o.i will earn the eternal gratitude of his 
I tghness as well as a handsome douceur. 
Walt. I-et me tell you the whole story. 

"You have heard of the Medea*? They 
were oi.ee a relgnli-g house, and may some 
ilay come In the Ihioni- again. Meanwhile, 
1 ‘rlncc fasimi • he Medea lives In gieat re¬ 
tinal- in on the Thames, ami his eldest 
son. Stanislas, who has c. me te man’s es¬ 
tate. has been m nt round the world to 
complete his education, with a Cook ticket. 
In . Igbty days. 

"Prince Stanislas Is said to be a lively 
youth, fond of horses, sport, amusemen.. 
the fair sex—all that makes life enjoy¬ 
able nt twenty-two. He has cost his high¬ 
lit ss a gocil d -nl ct money at times, but 
his father has paid without a murmur— 
until low The present demand—that on 
which we seek ycur co-operation. Mac— 
Is for the llqul-lutkn of a gambling dibt 
incurred under peculiar—imleed, as It Is 
alleged, disgraceful circumstances. The 
young prince has been accused of n fla¬ 
grant attempt to correct fortune." 

"lu plain English, of cheating at cards.— 

"Nothing less. Am! on the surface the 
case seems perfectly clear. The charge 
of cheating Is supported by his own con¬ 
fession. owning up. In so many words, 
signed by his own hand, and duly attest-.-!. 
We have the notarial, authenticated copy 
In our hands. Here It !s. But l.rst read 
the letter that accompanied it." 

It w.u» dated from the Hotel des Zlhaus- 
Blskra. and. translated, ran as fol'ows: 

• Your Hlghn- s-—It Is our Inexpressibly 
painful tusk to bring lo your highness’ no- 
tice the lb lit- rately dishonest end dis- 
gra •■•fill condu -t of your son. Prince Stan¬ 
islas de M den. He has been caught cheat¬ 
ing. ar baccarat: caught In llsc act. fla¬ 
grantly. This ib j.ioraMr affair occurred nt 
the I'ercle el Saiahiu. to which tie: prince 
was readily admitted on account of his 
tank and presumed gentlemanly character. 

"List night, when engaged In n friendly 
game, he look the bank ivlih a capital of 
ti.ii francs, nd.cneed him without ques¬ 
tion by lb- g-ernnt of the club. Up lo 
that point he h i I lost steadily, but now 
tie: luek turned. It became phenomenal. 
At every deal ihe prince won: he cleared 
the table. For quite an hour this lasted, 
but with a growing suspicion In the minds 
of s-.ceral players I hat all was not well. 
We set ourselves lo watch the prince. I 
mysi If was chosen to stand behind him. 
and at a given moment, a signal being 
made, to seise and hold his hunts. 

"I dhl so. and Immediately a pack of 
cards, concealed somewhere within his 
pah-toi. fell lo the ground. It was a pack 
made up chiefly of ‘threes' nml 'sixes.' If 
your highness Is acquainted with the 
game of baccarat the capital Importance of 
these numbers will need no explaualion. 

“Hay was stopped and two of us were 
deputed to draw up u proccs-verbal de¬ 
scribing the occurrence. 

“Of cour~- the prince's gains were de¬ 
clared null and void, and he was railed 
t pon to make restitution, also to pay his 
previous loas-s and the advance made by 
the gcrant. These amounted In all to 7.507 
francs, and. as he had no funds. I dis¬ 
charged the debt, taking his acknowledg¬ 
ment. 

"We also pr. pared for your son's signa¬ 
ture a eonf-sslon of Ids misconduct, a 
ropy of which, duly certified by a notary. 
Is now ln.-lo.--l. The original will le sur- 
i-mb red to your son or to any person you 
may name on one condition, that you hand 
oxer In exchange a sum of 25 .i*J<> francs, 
to I •• applied for the relief of the poor 
Arabs In this oasis. 

"We think ilia; your highness will see 
tlie wisdom c f mi -ling -.a fairly an! 
promptly. It can hardly be your wish. 
ih.it u Prince -!•- Medea, the direct hilr to 
>•• ur ancient name and future holder of the 
high fortuio that may some day return 
to your noble house, should be exposed ns 
a cneiit. branded n« a blackguard, through¬ 
put th- * :vlllxed world. It Is only out 
of consideration to your highness that we 
spare mm the Ignominy he so richly 
merits." 

"I'nncelvlnr that your highness would 
wish to avoid all publicity, we consent to 
receive the moneys clulmi-d In gold. If 
your big) ne.ss' representative will meet 
ours In Alul-rs ..n th: ISM of November at 
tnhblay in the Jurdln Marengo, near the 
Esplanade Babel Oned. the exchange can 
le completed. led l.im seat himself on 
th- seventh I. neh from the main en¬ 
trance and wear a white hat. Unless he Is 
alone no steps will Is- taken to meet him. 

"Th.- slight.-st suspicion -if bad faith, or 
y or fail-ire to comply with Ihe conditions 
Blv-n -.ri ih- -late lixed. will cause th-- ab- 
s- lute rupture of all negotiations, and the 
1-roc-s—verbal, the confession, with full 
purticul irs. shall la- published in the press 
of every capital of Europe. 

"We are. with profound respect and the 
assurance of our -b p un-i abiding sym¬ 
pathy. your highness' servants. 

' Phlilldor de Flvas. 

"Anatole Mirabel." 

Th- confession, which was full un-l ex¬ 
plicit. b-ire the prince's signature, the at¬ 
testation of Ihe witnesses thereto, an l the 


that hare turned up pretty regularly—at 
least, until six weeks ago—has had no Idea 
of his whereabouts. We rather think he 
distrusts his son, or. at least. Is so furious¬ 
ly angry at the scandal that he will not 
look at the case calmly." 

"What Is he- like, this young prince? 
Good sort? Bad tot? Which?" 

"Frankly. I am on his aide. Black here" 
(Black was a tall, solemn chap, preternat- 
urally and prematurely grave, with slow 
voice and drooping eyelids) "has been 
rather against him. 

"No. no; not quite that.” protested Black: 
"tut I have thought him too frivolous and 
fond of pleasure. Not sufficiently alive to 
the obligation of noblesse oblige." 

"Well, anyhow, there Is un element of 
doubt." I sabl. "It seems highly Improba¬ 
ble that a young prince Just out of his 
teens Is a professional Greek, skilled in 
dirty tricks with the cards. That, on the 
face of It. first. Then the fact that Prince 
Casimir has heard nothing direct from his 
son—no appeal, no apology, no attempted 
cxculpjtlon. This rather tells In the lad's 
favor. I think. If I am asked. I should say. 
Don't pay—not. at least, till the story is 
verified." 

"His highness win not run that risk. He 
Insists upon the money being sent out. and 
every stipulation fulfllled lo the letter. It 
drives him wild, the idea of a Medea posted 
as a cheat through Europe." answered 
Brlghtsmith. 

'T don't say refuse. But. at least, be cer¬ 
tain that the case is clear. There should 
be time to settle that question between 


name, whose acquaintance I had already 


He was s striking personage In his way: 

full rtf pn mmamU rg DTeXDOe. A K)ld|i*r 

before everything, a military dandy In the 
best sense, always spick and span. In the 
whitest of shirt eufCi, the smartest and 
most perfectly fitting uniform; he was also 
a man of the world. Co Deigned now by 
the chances of a military service to this 
remote, but Important poet, he kept him¬ 
self abreast of all that went on In Paris, 
Indeed In Europe. For the English he 
expressed a warm and genuine liking, 
based on pleasant days spent and pleasant 
friendship made when military attache to 
the French embassy In London. 

Now he received me with great cor¬ 
diality: but when he had heard my whole 
story, he shook his head with grave dis¬ 
approval and said: "You should have 
taken me Into your confidence sooner, my 
dear comrade. We are late: we have lost 
valuable time. If this young prince has— 
whose father I knew In Vienna, and his 
mother, she was a Princess de Gauffre- 
roont—If Prince Stanislas has really been 
here, and If he has fallen among thieves 
In the way you suggest. I fear the thing 
has gene too far. He Is probably beyond 
our help." 

"Killed? Murdered 7 ‘ I asked bluntly. 

He shrugged his shoulders. 

“It Is a poor confession to make, but out 
here. In theee wilds, such things have been. 
Strange things. The strangest Is, perhaps, 
this story. Frankly, monsieur. I hardly 
credit It. It falls at the very beginning. 





IT WAS I'RIXCE STAMSI.AS DE MEDEA. 



“The Seal, Yea. The Signature, hot" 

words "coplc corfprme." with the seal anJ 
signature of the notary public. "La Itumle 
(Paul). Place de la Sahara. Biskra." 

"Do you believe in all this?" 1 at once 
asked the partners. Black and Bright- 
smlth. 

•'ll rings rather false." said Harry. "But 
the facts are precise, and Prince Casimir. 
who Is our client, takes the very gloomiest 
view of the situation. He has heard noth¬ 
ing from bis son for some weeks—months. 
Indeed, and except for the letter* of credit 


now and November 23 . I should like to 
look Into It. on the spot, at once." 

"Al Biskra?" 

‘•Certainly. There Is time. I believe, for 
me to pay a visit to Biskra, to make In¬ 
quiries. hear all about this De Flvas and 
Mirabel and the rest. Above all, to see Ihe 
young prince and hear his own version." 

"He has given It here." said old Black, 
hitting the confession with his knuckles ns 
It lay upon the table. 

"He is said to have given It there. Thai 
may be a forgery. The signature, the 
official slump of the notary, both might 
have been obtained by some nefarious 
dodge. The young prince may be under 
coercion.” 

"My dear Major Mucnaghten-lnnes." 
broke In Black. Impatiently for one so se¬ 
date and stolid, "In my experience, an 
our.ee of fact is worth a shipload of con¬ 
jecture. 1 think that the safest course 
is lo sen -1 the money—exchange It for the 
confession. Bet us curry out the con¬ 
tract. That, moreover, In fact. Is ivhat 
our client wishes—silent compliance and no 
risk." 

Brlghtsmith. having fuller confidence In 
my skill. look my view, nnd after much 
debate It was decided that Prince Casimir 
sh- ul-l he consulted. He came up to 
Gresham street, a rather limp old gentle¬ 
man. to whom this was a crowning bit¬ 
terness in a life of disappointment, and 
we had some difficulty In persuading him 
to the holder course. It was the money 
that settled It. He was not rich, and 
would have be,n glad to save the $l,:k)l> 
bin ck mail. 

Having arranged that the sum In ques¬ 
tion should await my orders at Cook's 
honk in Algiers. I left London for Biskra 
on November 2. and. taking the most ex¬ 
peditious route, thut via Marseilles and 
Phillpvllte. reached the desert town on tho 
evening ef tlie third day. November 5 . Al¬ 
lowing three clear days for the return 
Journey to Algiers, where. If my inquiry 
failed. 1 must be on the evening of No- 
\ ember 22 , I had Just sixteen days before 
me. 

Biskra owns several hotels, but I chose 
that which had been named In the letter 
from MM. de Flvas and Mlralrol. believing 
1 should be safest in the heart of the en¬ 
emy's country. As I had my guns with 
ine, and proposed to call upon both tho 
Fre nch commandant un-l the kttld. or Arab 
governor, as an English sportsman, eag.-r 
to hunt all kinds of game, I hoped to es¬ 
cape importunate curiosity. In support of 
this character I rode out twice with the 
kald's falcons and spent a night In tlie 
desert under the Aures mountains. 

At the same time 1 prosecuted my in¬ 
quiries with the utmost caution. If |t 
got wind that un agent from Prince Cusl- 
mlr was in Biskra my mission might fail 
at the very outset, and the worst would 
happen 1 was satisfied the first day to 
w. lk through the Place de la Sahara, 
where I did actually find the brass plute 
of "lui Ramie. Notary." at the door of his 
office or etude. I ascertained, too. that a 
club called the "Cercle el Sulahln." ex¬ 
isted. anJ that it was not difficult to gain 
admission to It. 

But as yet I could heur of no "De Flvas " 
no "Mirabel." There were no such per¬ 
sons residing at th.- .Hotel de* Zlbaus the 
very place from which they wrote making 
the demands! Of course, people might. 
“°d do. make use of an address thut Is 
borrowed or fictitious. yel (her-: was com- 

Lenilemen* ‘ h “ Ught ,httl “>ese high-toned 
known were not Persons very well 

Again, I could not find that any prince, 
certainly no Prince Stanislas de Medea ha-1 
recently sojourned In Biskra. This was also 
satisfactory, so far as It went; yet 1 could 
not set much store by It. for princes of all 
categories have a fondness for Incognito 
and there might be good reasons why 
1 rtnee Stanislas should pass under a small- 
'Z “k assumed name. I had his photo¬ 
graph with me. reputed a good likeness, and 
I always carried it about with me. hoping 
(hat I might tun up against the original In 
SI me odd corner. But not only did I never 
n ee. him. but I could hear of no one an- 
hotcis* l ° h * <,escr| P ,lon «t any of the 
My first substantial move was made when 
hm a ni a K m, i ,e 1 39 3 memb * ,r the El Sala- 
Wlr2"ta 1 ? nce the list, bur 

K 3 ,".. fo I J hc "antes "De Flvas" 

r/'.he^'ra , Thty W . rre not "tttnhers 
of the club, that was clear. 

This, to my mind, knocked the bottom 
i I £ f , i hp w hole story. If n gambling scan¬ 
dal had occurred In the club, it would sure¬ 
ly have been dealt with by members, not 
outsiders; certainly not by such outsiders 
shadowy obscure personig-e.of whom, after 
five days inquiry. I could hear nothing in 
Biskra. But there was still stronger reason 
to doubt the story. Now that I was a mem¬ 
ber I was In a position to nsk. cautiously, 
about llie caxe. 

No one ha-1 heaftl of It nt all. If was 
1-i.re Invention: there had been no cheat- 
lie. no Prince Stanislas In Ihe club. 

i his conclusion relieved me of all anxiety 
wl!h respect to the negotiations. The 
blackmailera were not to be greatly dread- 
*"* lr P' 01 w * s *hin and commonplace: 
their threats might be disregarded, and the 
money must assuredly rot be paid 
But 1 found myself In Ihe presence of a 
much more serious question. It was per¬ 
fectly clear to me that something had hap¬ 
pened lo the young prlr.ee. No plot of this 
kind could have been set on foot without 
his being actively or passively concerned 
In It Ho was a party to It. whether as a 
Mcllm or teal or prime mover. For a mo¬ 
ment I wondered whether It was the last. 
Had this young scapegrace sought thus to 
mulct n father not too liberal with his sup¬ 
plies? 

No. I could not bring myself to believe 
inis quite. It was so much more likely that 
"u a l! a pr *y 10 some artful villains 

who hv some means or oth'r had recog- 
nired him In B skra. penetrated bis Incognito 
and turned their knowledge lo serve their 
own nefarious ends. 

This Implied fou? play of the worst kind, 
-hey might even hare made away with 
him In this far-off semi-barbarous land: at 
least, they could hold him sequestrated 
somewhere, a close prisoner, until they had 
achieved their purpose—the extortion of 
hush money for a social ofTense that only 
existed in their own evil minds. 

I saw now that It was my bounden duty 
*" apply to the authorities The police at 
Biskra were seml-rcllltary In character, and 
imler the orders of the commandant, a 
colonel of BpahU, Baron d'Hautrine by 


We do not even know that Prince Stanis¬ 
las has ever been in Biskra. I question 
that, even." 

"Would you have known?" 

"As a mutter of course I think he would 
have come to me: I think he would have 
allowed me to show him some attention. 
In any case, the hotel registers—you know 
cur French system?—would certainly have 
told me. No Prince de Medea has been 
recorded among the arrivals at Biskra, be¬ 
lieve me; I should have heard.” 

"But If he was lrcognlto, for reasons of 
his own?' 

"We will have the regLsters. Let us 
see If there Is any one like him on the 
lists. But you tell me you have yourself 
Inquired at the hotels. 1 fear this will 
lead us ro further." 

The lists were brought, but. as the baron 
prophesied, they told us nothing. 

"No." he said, "1 see only one spot of 
firm ground anywhere, a point from which 
possibly wc may travel In the right direc¬ 
tion." 

"The notary public?" 

"Exactly. M. La Ramie Is a real, tangible 
fact—Ihe only notary public In Biskra. 1 
know him personally a little, by reputat'on 
still better, ns nn honorable, straightfor¬ 
ward functionary, who would hardly lead 
hlmscif to anything underhand. Fret. :h 
rotaries, as a rule, bear a deservedly high 
character. We had better see M. La 
Ramie. He can. at least, tell you the 
truth about Ihe confession. A record of 
Ihe copy, made and attested, will be kept 
In his office. If It ever was made, which 
I doubt." • 

Wo wnlked down without delay to the 
Place dc la Sahara, und were shown in 
at once. All doors opened before the oom- 
mandant of the garrison. 

M. La Ramie, an nged man. who w.:s 
In slippers und wore a black skull cap, 
was most courteous and obliging, pre¬ 
pared to give us any Information In his 
power. But he knew nothing of a eon- 
fersion made by Prince Stanislus de Medea. 
Nothing of the sort had been brought to 
his elude: he had never heard of De Fives 
or Mirabel. 

Then I laid the copy before him, asking 
If that was not his office seal, his signa¬ 
ture. 

"The seal. yes. The signature, no. The 
first hns been stolen. 1 know by whom; 
the second forged—undoubtedly forge-1, by 
the same coquln, voleur. escroc, sacrlpant. 
faineant." The staid old notary grew pur¬ 
ple with ra;e ns he tolled out abusive 
epithets, then paled suddei ly with another 
emotion, alarm and mhglvlng. “He will 
ruin me yet. disgrace nt utterly, for who 
I shall say where his abstractions, hla mis¬ 
use of my confidence will ceaseT' 

"Was he one of your deiks?" asked the 
colonel. 

"My first clerk. Plcpus, whom I drove 
cut of my etude some iwo months beck 
for flagrant misconduct. Liar, rogue, thief, 
gambler. Greek, he wafted his substance 
anil mine In every low hell, at the roulette 
tables in the market place. In the dunclng 
ilcns of the Ouled Nall." 

"What becime of him?” 

"I heard that he hud gone down to the 
coast, to Algiers or to Constantine, and 
again that he was lurking somewhere near. 
He was seen at Sldl Okba, drunk In Iho 
bazaar, and covered with files. Another 
said he had gone on to Touggourt, and 
meant to go over to the—" 

"1 do not believe myself that he has left 
Biskra—neither he nor his fast friend and 
bcon companion, the croupier of the Ccrclo 
el Salahln." 

“Della Croce?" quickly asked Baron 
d'Haulrlve. and I also pricked up my ears 
nt the mention of the club. We had 
struck another due. 

"This Della Croce." my friend tho col¬ 
onel told me as we walked away from the 
notary's. "Is probably at the bottom of 
this business. He was once In a good 
position, had money, and. 1 believe, rank 
—Della Croce Is not his real nume— but he 
lest It all at play. When ho was bank- 
lupt In cash, and almost In character, he 
was brought out here this last searon to 
act as croupier at the Casino, Just to keep 
1-lm from starvation. I heard of aim. I 
never saw him. fcr. as you will under¬ 
stand, I do not frequent those places; heard 
of him as a man with a history, a man 
who had been In gcod. In the best soclctj*. 
knew men and cities, but had sunk Into a 
mere adventurer, a vaurien and chevalier 
d'lndustrie. It Is posslblo that he knew the 
prince by sight, had met him or heard of 
him In Europe, and when he come up here 
—If ho ever came—” 

"Which Is as good as proved." I put in. 

"Not to my satisfaction. You stick to 
your point, however: It Is like you English. 
But will you explain why no one. none of 
us at any rate, ha* met him or heard of 
him? Biskra Is a small place. Why ure 
there no traces of him?" 

"That Is the darkest part of the business, 
to my mind." 

"You shall not say, monsieur, that wo 
have not tried our best to clear up that. 
There shall be no Imputation of foul play 


search shaH be I— In through the district 
—• cmnpMq badtwr.9-.Yoar Prince Char- 
mast most bs itir dwrurely hidden If be 
escapes oar- pebpiK UBs shall be found, 
whether alive ortdehd ” 

He waa not fwbdjonevertheless. But a 
day or two latefo theo Daroa seat for me, 
and said they hod Slid bands upon the 
two rofww Plcptai maW Della Croce. 

“They are both in Algiers, known to and 
Men tilled by th* poftee. No doubt they 
await your arrival SAtb the magot. the 
great prise for Which-they have angled so 
cleverly. Now wS'ahaTl arr est them. I am 
writing to beg that this be done at once, 
for by Interrogation fhey may be got to 
confess what th*Y hH“ve done with the 
prince—at least. When In custody they can¬ 
not carry out tbefef program. They will not 
be silenced by tbfe payments they demand, 
but they cannot -very well communicate 
with the press.” " 1 

This news In a measure ended my mis¬ 
sion. which did Hbf extend beyond laying 
bare and'neutralising a clever attempt at 
extortion. But I could not rest satisfied 
with that—I had still to fulfill a duty to my 
employer. I must unravel the more serious 
mystery of the prince's disappearance. 

So I prepared lo return without delay to 
Algiers and assist, so far as I might be 
permitted. In the examination of the con¬ 
spirators. 

Then luck Interposed In my favor, and In 
no profession does the action of blind 
chance go further than In that of the de¬ 
tective. The strange fact has been proven 
again and again, and might be illustrated 
by many curious examples. 

The very day before that fixed for my 
departure I was wandering aimlessly 
through the little town of Biskra, when 
chance—the detective's good fortune, rather 
—took me into an Arab caravanserai on the 
outskirts near where the road comes In 
from Touggourt and El Way la. the farthest 
confines of the French territory. 

It was of the same character as those I 
had seen In the far east, a great square 
Inclosure, the center filled with refuse and 
garbage, among which stood the camels, 
horses and other animals, while on the 
four sides were low doors opening upon the 
travelers' rooms. 

A little on one side was a new arrival- 
one of those old-fashioned hooded vans 
seldom seen out of France, and only there 
In out-of-the-way districts remote from 
railways and large towns. They are used 
by quack doctors, cheap jacks, wandering 
photographers, and the like. The proprie¬ 
tors of this van seemed to combine all 
these callings with that of horse dealer, for 
a number of promising-looking colts stood 
around tethered by their fetlocks, and an 
old man In blue blouse and sabots was giv¬ 
ing them water. Suddenly I saw him look 
toward the back of the van, give a low. 
shrill whistle, and whisper: 

"Gare! La patronne. Et patltl—et pa- 
tita!” 

Following the direction of his signal I 
saw two young people flying apart with a 
haste that showed they were doing wrong. 
It was the old. old story; love was not 
running smoothly, and the chief obstacle 
was. no doubt. Ibis stalwart femnle In the 
man's red beret who had Just entered the 
caravanserai. 

I drew near, amused, as I saw the youth 
snatch up a water bucket, the girl hur¬ 
riedly resume her task of shredding cab¬ 
bages in the pot-a-feu. while the woman- 
mistress or mother, probably both—called 
one an Idle vagabond and the other a 
shameless minx. 

Then I caught the lad’s face and was held 
instantly spellbound. 

It was undoubtedly Prince Stanislas de 
Modes. 

For all his ragged, dusty clothes, his Ill- 
kempt leeks and grimy lace. I recognized 
him beyond all question as the original of 
the photograph I now held In my hand. 

"Surely. It Is time, prince," I said, ac¬ 
costing him at onee In English—“time that 
this masquerade should end? I come from 
your father; he tears that you are dead; 
he almost wishes It. for by some mad folly 
you have nearly brought an Indelible stain 
upon an nnclent name." 

He had meant, I saw clearly, to deny his 
Identity, but as 1 went on his eyes filled 
with tears, nnd he stammered out: 

"I do not understand: I have done noth¬ 
ing very wrong. I love her to distraction—" 

Then I led him straight out of the In- 
closure. and. much to the surprise of ull 
who met its thus urm-ln-arm. took the 
princely stable boy to my hotel, and heard 
all he had to tell. 1 

There was nothing very new In his story. 
Ho had been wanderlifg up from the coast 
Incognito, meaning ' lo seek adventure in 
Ihe farthest limits, when he had fallen In 
with the*!? vagabond traders and had been 
attracted by the pretty Yvette, who had 
laughed him to scorn, then dragged him at 
her tall, a hopeless-find love-sick youth, 
prepared to play a-iy part, accept any 
rough and Ignoble work, only to be near 
her and press his still unrequited suit. 

Della Croce must have seen him when 
passing through Biskra. Prince Stanislas 
remembered the man. had met him one day 
In the basaar, and had some difficulty In 
shaking him off. 

Out of this the whole plot had grown. 
It originated, no doubt, with Dellu Croce; 
but It must have been aided and developed 
by the notary's clerk. 

But my tusk was not quite ended yet. I 
had extreme difficulty In weaning Prince 
.Slanlslns from the Inamorata. He refused 
at first point blank to leave the van. It 
was not until I took these good folk-true 
Bohemians, yet in their way honorable, 
fair-dealing Biscayans—into my confidence 
that I succeeded In getting him away. 

The mother, with her strong, harsh voice, 
clinched the matter at once. 

"He could not marry her. That would < 
not be suitable. Anything else—merd, mon¬ 
sieur; irop d'lionneur!" 

I believe Yvette eventually married a 
founler (pay sergeant) In the Zouaves, and 
was handsomely dowered by Prince Cas¬ 
imir. 

As for Prince Stanislas, he went down 
like a lamb to Algiers, where I left him 
to bear witness against the rogues who had 
tried to ruin him, and I returned home. 

Machine Loading on Docks. 

From the Englseerlsg Msgnzise. 

In the matter of cost of operating wharf 
plants it Is not to bo understood that the 
same degree of economy which can be 
reached in the handling of a particular 
commodity In large bulk, such as coal, or 
grain, or ore, can be attained with miscel¬ 
laneous cargoes: the difference in cost per 
ton may be enormous. For Instance, there 
are plants In successful operation at 
Charleston and other places, for unloading 
sulphur, barytes and other bulk stuff, at 
a cost of less than 2 cents per ton. 
Including the entire movement from the 
■■cssel's hold to the storage bins, 
several hundred feet away from the 
wharf, and thence through chutes to the 
hold ar.-J wharf. It Is In the methods of 
dealing with general cargoes that the 
greatest field for Improvement exists, this 
Is not a stevedore's, but an engineer's prob¬ 
lem, and It embraces things other than the 
actual placing of the goods; It Involves 
their sorting and distribution, and must 
be adaptable to all sorts and conditions of 
freight. 

Coal can be handled very cheaply; under 
certain conditions hard coal can be put In¬ 
to a vessel for less than one cent per ton; 
t-ut the best performance In New York 
harbor In coaling a ship at the wharf used 
for miscellaneous-traflfe costs from 20 to 
25 cents per ton. A fontune awaits the In¬ 
ventor who can dvvise a practical and eco¬ 
nomical mechanical means of loading 
steamer coal. In l*e condition in which it 
tones to market-da mixture of large lumps 
and fine dost and: all Intermediate sixes and 
shapes. di (i. 
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NOVEMBER HEAVENS 

■ ♦ - ■ - 

Hints for Those Who Like to Study 
the Stars. 

STORY OF THE LOST PLEIAD 

The Annual Recurrence of the Me¬ 
teoric Shower. 

TO LOCATE THE PLANETS 


From Life. 


THE WONDERS OF PALMISTIIY. 1 



quick. WhiCh he te toW wU1 BBury * blonds who loves nlm, but he win have to apeak 


Written fur The Evening Star. 

E ight stars of 
the first magnitude 

will be above the 

lortzon at 0 o'clock 
this evening. In the 
northeast may be 
lit - seen Capclla. the 

T Goat, the principal 

Svk,~rf*' star In Auriga, now 

from its favorable 
AgSarit' •'! position the brightest 

.jjp’ ft W star visible; somc- 

/r~ Vt * what lower. In the 

JJ V east. Is Aldeharan. 

•• * the Bull's Eye, a 

reddish star, at one corner of the V-shaped 
cluster of the Hyados; below this nnd 

hnrely above the horizon Is Betelgcuse (pro¬ 
nounced Bel-el-Jcu-ze), In the right 

shoulder of Orion, a star closely resembling 
Aldeharan both In color and magnitude; nt 
about the same altitude, between east and 
southeast. Is Rlgel (Rce-Jel). In the left 
foot of Orion, a brilliant white or "Sirlan" 
star; a little west of south nnd at a rather 
low altitude is Fomalhaut. In Ihe Southern 
Fish, conspicuous from Its Ionellnens: at 
about the same alUtude In the west is Al- 
tolr, in the Eagle, and somewhat higher, 
In the northwest. Is Vega, n Strian star, the 
rival of Capella In brilliancy. 

The principal constellations now In good 
positions for observing are: Cetua. tho 
Whale, which occupies the lower half of 
the southeastern quadrant of the heavens— 
not particularly striking as a constella¬ 
tion. and Interesting chiefly for ils vnrlablc 
star Mira; Pegasus. Ihe Winged Hors., 
marked by Ihe great square, which al !l 
o’clock has Just crossed the meridian an.l 
Is nearly overhead: Ihe Swan (Cygnus), or 
Northern Cross. In mid-heavens In Ihe 
northwest, easily recognised from the 
crossllkc arrangimenl of Its five or six 
brighter stars; Cusslopela. now sealed In 
her most commanding position, directly 
above the Pole Star; Perseus. In mid-heav¬ 
ens In the northeast, containing two star* 
of the second magnitude, one of which Is 
the variable star Algol. In Ihe Head of Me¬ 
dusa, carried by Perseus In his left hand; 
Andromeda, marked by three stars of the 
second magnitude, which, together with 
the star In the breast of’Perseus, form the 
handle of a large dipper-shaped figure, of 
which the Square -if Pegasus Is the bowl, 
the star in the Malden's Head forming one 
corner of the Square; and Arles. Taurus 
and Auriga, which together fill a good 
portion of the eastern quadrant of the 
heavens. 

The Lost Pleiad. 

One of the most Interesting of the ob¬ 
jects which we have before us as we face 
the east Is the sparkling little cluster of 
the Pleiades. In Grecian fable the Pleiades 
were the daughters of Atlas and the ocean 
nymph. Plelone, whom Jupiter, to rescue 
them from Orion, changed into pigeons and 
placed among the stars. The conceit of Ihe 
“Lost Pleiad"—who. some said, had wasted 
away with weeping over the fall of Troy, 
or. according to another account, had with¬ 
drawn her light from shame at having 
married a mortal—was in explanation of 
the fact that only six stars could be 
counted In the cluster, while there were 
seven daughters, and the earlier poets and 
astronomers had reckoned seven stars. 

What became of the Lost Pleiad Is still 
an unanswered question. At the present 
time but six stars can be seen In the clus¬ 
ter by eyes of only ordinary keenness. Yet 
Just below tho limit of ordinary vision 
there are several which have been sepn by 
pet sons of extraordinary eyesight. Marst- 
lln. the tutor of Kepler, counted fourteen 
Pleiads, and mapped eleven, before the In¬ 
vention of the telescope, and Miss Airy also 
saw fourteen and mapped twelve. 

The brightest Pleiad now Is Alcyone, of 
the third magnitude. But there are rea¬ 
sons for thinking that this was not the 
brightest star in the cluster In the lime of 
Ptolemy, and It la not Improbable that 
others of these stars have changed In bril¬ 
liancy In the course of time, and that the 
loss of the Pleiad was an actual case of 
diminution In splendor. Prof. E. C. Pick¬ 
ering has picked out the star now known 
as Plelone—for both Atlas and Plelone have 
been placed by astronomers In the cluster 
by the side of their daughters—as very- 
likely to.be the star In question. The star 
has a peculiar spectrum—one which Indi¬ 
cates that the star Is largely gaseous, and 
therefore very likely to be subject to varia¬ 
tion in brightness. 

A Numerous Cluster. 

This little cluster, which so much en¬ 
gaged the attention of ancient star gazers, 
has proved to be the object of especial In¬ 
tel est for modern astronomers. Photog¬ 
raphy has shown not only ttiat It contains 
upward of 3,000 stars—some of the latest 
photographs are said to show, within lim¬ 
its which are properly to be assigned to 
the cluster, over 6,000 stars—but also that 
It is Involved In an extensive nebula, which 
is especially condensed about the stars 
Alcyone. Merope. Electra and Mala, and 
forms a filmy background, somewhat cur¬ 
dled in appearance, for the whole of that 
part of the cluster seen with the naked 
eye. Furthermore. Prof. Barnard found, 
upon photographing the cluster and its sur- 
rcundlngs with a portrait lens and with the 
long exposure of ten hours, that the entire 
surrounding region over a space equal In 
area to the bowl of the Great Dipper. Is 
filled with more or less connected patches 
of faint nebulosity. There can be no ques¬ 
tion that the stars here are associated 
with tills nebulous matter, are actually 
Imbedded in It, and that they form a true 
mid not merely an optical cluster. The 
Pleiades may be regarded, then, as form¬ 
ing a separate department of the universe, 
so to speak, and this fact suggests several 
Interesting questions, which cannot as yet 
be answered. Have these star* been fann¬ 
ed by the partial condensation of this neb¬ 
ulous matter? Are they really suns, or are 


they mil' In that primitive condition uhl. h 
on Prof. Lockyer's “Meteorite Theory." 
marks the incipient stage of sun life—are 
they simply- condensing shoals of white- 
hot meteors? Again, ll would he Interest¬ 
ing to know how far away these stars are 
that w-- might form some Idea of their size 
and of the actual dimensions of the syst. m 
which they form. From rather unei-rl-tin 
data It has le-en estimated that Ih.- ins¬ 
tance of Ihe Pleiades from un Is no! less 
than 25 o "light years." or al>out I went.v- 
flve times that of Sirius. Assuming this 
to be the cow- though really- the estimate 
Is little belter than a random gums—Hi? 
naked-eye stars of the cluster must be 
vastly- superior In size lo the sun. which at 
that distance would dwindle to a star -if 
aliotit the tenth magnitude. It would require 
a good three-inch telescope at the least to 
discover it. Alcyone must sttrimss It tn ac¬ 
tual splendor a thousand times. Figuring on 
Ihe sam- basis, we tan calculate Plat the 
size of the cluster, which Is roughly glob¬ 
ular. is such that light requires seven years 
to speed across it from side to side. Were 
Its central star in the place of the sun. tho 
outermost stars of the globular portion of 
the cluster would lie found nearly al th-: 
distance of Alpha Centaurl. the sun's near¬ 
est stellar neighbor, while Its outlying 
Streamers would extend far beyond. 


On the nights of the 13 th, 14 th an.l 15 th 
of the month we may look for the annual 
recurrence of the Noveml-er meteors—the 
la-onids, so called from Ihe circumstance 
that the |iolnt from the direction of which 
they seem to shoot their "radiant" Is In 
Ihe constellation Ijoo. In l«W, according lo 
the calculation of astronomers, a "shower" 
of these meteor-! Is due—one of those 
grand and terrifying displays which this 
meteor system gives at intervals of thirty- 
three years, and experience has shown 
that In the year or two preceding the 
shower there Is apt to l>e an unusually 
line display, though the locality in w hich It 
will be seen, whether in the eastern or 
western h< misphere, cannot be predicted, 
nor the hours nt which It will occur. 
This Is irue also of the "shower." Wheth¬ 
er we In America will witness it or It will 
be best seen in Europe Is uncertain. We 
can only wutch and anticipate, perhaps 
only to be disappointed. 

The display Is always the finest in the 
morning hours, al which time ihe radiant 
Is above the horizon. Unfortunately this 
yeur a bright moon will Iw: shining on 
the m- teor nights, an.l sinee these me¬ 
teors are api to be smull many of them 
may be misHcd. Watchers last year were 
not equally favored. Some saw no nt. - 
teors at nil, some saw a few. and two 
or three observers reported fairly flue 
displays on the morning of Ihe 15 th. 
Probably the luck of all will bo better this 
year, but nothing certain ran be predicted. 

Mira und Alftul. 

Cloudy weather has prevented any very 
recent observation of Mira by the writer. 
The star will doubtless Is? easily visible 
to the naked eye by the time lhat this Is 
In print, r.nd If true to Its record It 
should Increase In brilliancy until It 
reaches a maximum, some time In Decem¬ 
ber. The peculiarity of this "wonderful" 
star was described last mouth, amt di¬ 
rections for tin-ling It were also given. 
Note that It lies nearly midway between 
Aldeharan and Fomalhaut. and at u dis¬ 
tance from Menkar. lo the right, about 
half as great as that of Menkar from 
Al-lcbaran. Tho star is of a decidedly red¬ 
dish color. 

A minimum of Algol convenient for ob¬ 
serving will occur at 11 p.m. on the »th. 
and .mother at :» p.m. oil the 12 th. With 
the aid of the planisphere this star should 
be found easily. 

The Planets. 

All of the planets except Venus. Jupiter 
and Neptune are too near the sun to Ik- 
of Interest to naked-eye observers. Mer¬ 
cury will be In conjunction with the sun 
(superior) on the 7 th. Uranus on the 21 st 
and Saturn on the 25 th. 

Venus Is still a morning star, alrout 
an hour and a half west of the sun. bul 
her brilliancy Is now less than one-tenth 
as great as In June lasL 

Jupiter Is a brilliant morning star, 
about one nour ana a quarter west of 
Venus. 

Neptune. Invisible to the naked eye. I* 
In Taurus, at the point Indicated on the 
planisphere. 

NEW COINS. 

A Rash Promise and u Wife's Lillie 
Seheae. 

Front the St. I-ooU (ilute-Ui-ncmt. 

He was standing on the rear platform of 
a suburban car when the conductor hande-J 
him two new dimes In change for a quarter, 
having subtracted the fare. The passenger 
gazed at them In a meditative manner. 

"Every time I see a new coin," he said, 
“It makes me think or Ihe first year I was 
married. It wasn't so long ago, either," 
he said, reflectively. 'But, you know, my 
wife said I spent too much for drinks and 
cigars, and one day when she was with me 
and a clerk gave me a couple of new pieces 
in change, an Idea came to her. 

" ‘Say. dear,' she said to me. 'give me all 
the new coins you get. will you, dear? It 
will even up what you spend for your 
cigars.' 

"And so I agreed. I promise-1 faithfully 
to keep all rew coins and give them to her. 

I reckoned I wouldn't get many, and 1 knew 
It would please her. It did. But It nearly 
made me a bankrupt. The Orel few days it . 
was all right, but Inside of a week 1 was 
afraid to offer any one anything bigger 
than a dime, for fear every coin I got 
back would be fresh from the mint. The 
druggist—I buy my cigars of him--would 
throw out two new quarters every lime 1 
bought half a dozeif cigars an-1 gare him a 
dollar. The grocer had such a marvelous 
lot of new pieces I made up my mini ne 
was running a subtreasury-, and even the 
milkman would continue lo give iav a dol¬ 
lar's worth every time I paid nlm. I be¬ 
gan to get suspicious, especially when I 
took a check into '.he bank oue lay and the 
cashier says: 

" 'Well. I suppose you wouldn't mind 
some silver!' 

" 'Not at all.' I said. 

“He gave me two rolls, each marked fid. 
When I got home my wire opened them, 
and every one looked as new os If I'd made 
It myself. Of course, my wife confiscated 


.Browns’lpon. 

CBitters?> 


are disfigured 
by unsightly 
eruptions, 
pimples and 
blotches too 
frequently 
fail to under¬ 
stand lhat 
these are but 

the outward 
symptoms of 
inward dis¬ 
orders. The y 
resort to var¬ 
ious cosmet¬ 
ics, oi nt- 
ments and powders, not 
knowing that all the while 
the trouble is not in the 

! II 1111 y " kin - b,,, »" ,hr *y*- 
' ■ ■' tcm. It is sometimes ab¬ 

solutely dangerous to use outwat.l applica¬ 
tions. toT if the skin alone is cleared, the 
real disease is likely to attack some internal 
organ of the body, where it may prove fatal 
to life itself. 

In the majority of cases these unsightly 
skin diseases are due to two things, weak¬ 
ness and disotders of the distinctly femi¬ 
nine organism, and impurities of the blood 
caused by them The woman who suffers 
from disease in a womanly wav will soon 
suffer in her general health. Her stomach, 
liver and other organs will fail to perform 
their proper functions, with the result that 
the blood becomes impure. Left to her¬ 
self. she will prohably resort to cosmetics 
and ointments. If she consults a physician 
he will tell her that the stomach or liver 
only is at fault. Her distinctly womanly 
ailment is really the first nnd only cause. 
For this she should resort at once to I>r. 
Pierce's Favorite Prescription. It acts di 
reclly and only on the delicate and important 
organs concerned. It makes them strong 
ami well. Then a course of Dr. Pierce's 
Golden Medical Discovery will purify and 
enrich the blood, and make her a new wo¬ 
man. Medicine dealers sell both remedies. 

" I cannot say too much for Hr pierce * Fa¬ 
vorite Prescription." writes MissCUrs Ilaml of 
Bri-lerpr-rt. Montgomery Co Penns.. " for the 
good it did me II sny one doubts tbu give them 
my name nml address " 

Sure, safe and simple wav* to cure all 
manner of skin diseases told in Dr Pierce's 
Medical Adviser. For a pajier covered 
copy send ?i one cent stamps, to cover 
mailing only, to Dr. «. V. Pierce, Buffalo, 
N. Y.; cloth binding. 31 stamps. 

the whole nmount. The next -lay I went 
lo the cashier. 

■' 'Say: look nere.' 1 said, ‘what -lo sou 
m can try giving me all those new <0 i-sr 
"Well, he h-mm'd uni haw—I an.l th.-n 
he told me how mv wife hid e»-i- 10 h-.'n 
nn-1 told him my groat fa-1 was new money. 
hu * F'l fea-l about -tie 0:1 llli .. n money, 
and how he thought h- was phasing me. 

"1 didn't say u word to her. Iiui ;hat day 
I went uround to all the 1 r<Jc.-peopte and 
found she ha.l toll th.-nt th- same thing 
1 gave■ HW'.iy about lio worm of 1 igars. told 
them 1 hated new money, an i al! that, and 
thereafter 1 always g-.t the worst, mast 
i»aitcr<<i lot of chiutjc* you ever Sh«- 

don't know yet. hut lalg tj ,„c 4 
woman not l»e|ng a financier—w-1|. ,f 1 «•„„ 
President. I'd make my wife Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

Vnrnilnn* (nr Horses and Others. 

From le—11- '* Wiefcty. 

It was In Boston, naturally, that the Id. a 
originated. Which his I men | u nr«rUci.l 
operation there during tin past xurum. r 
reason, of giving the hoi-s-n of I hi police 
depai ime-nt a regular annual vacation', the 
eame as tin m--n. Pastures have In . u 
secured In tin- suburban districts, whet-- 
the hoises ure sent. In turn, for periods of 
iwo or throe w.eks together. They art 
unshod, turned It me In good pasturage, 
well stalled ut night, and rucetve their 
wages—* measure or criUu—the same us 
when working. The uaimals enjoy tlicui- 
«'lvts Itnmeiisa-ly. an.l the beneficial re¬ 
sults are mmistukubiy uppar.-m. 

This is a praiseworthy movement, from 
every point of view, und ought to be gen¬ 
erally encouraged. If work-norm a have 
their vacations the system may be extended 
to lake in various cm -scs of bumsii toilets 
who have not hitlurto known the mean¬ 
ing of green fields und pastures new. 11 
would be simply an Ideal condition of 
tilings If vocations, long and fr. qucnl, 
could U- made- compulsory for certain aelf- 
adwrilsirg novelists, sensational preachers, 
nnd tn .utterly politicians, whom the public 
know, and would willingly permit to lake 
a rest. 

Keullsh nnd America* Universities. 

From tin- New York Triliuav. 

ll Is certainly something of a tribute 
to American educational Institutions and 
scholars that when, some years ago, a 
graduate of Harvard went to Oxford an-1 
applied for admittance there to make a 
special study of Shakespeare for a y ear, he 
was told: "Go back to Harvard and Pro¬ 
fessor Child. They can teach you lar more 
there tlull we can li re." It s-cnis. how¬ 
ever. lhat this opinion had been expressed 
before, even al a lime when Harvard and 
American colleges had not nearly attained 
their present standard, for the el-ler Ed¬ 
ward Everett, in a letter dated a* far back 
as 1 S 1 K. mi-l. writing from Oxford: "I have 
been over two months in England, and am 
now visiting Oxford, hnvlng paas- d a week 
ti- Cambridge. There Is mor. teaching and 
more learning In our American C.imbridgi 
than there Is in troth th- E utllsh universi¬ 
ties together, ttrough between them they 
have four times our numb- r of students." 


Going to 
Klondike? 



Better stay at home and get 

GOLD 

DUST 

from your grocer. Sold every¬ 
where and 

Cleans Everything.. 

MADE ONLY BY 

nt I. a. runm cearurr, 

Chicngw HL Louis. New York. 

Pblta-Se'nl.ta. 


FACIAL BLEMISHES 

tekty StapBcir wb.w Wwaum'i Grand Tulle, 


“"•toaatlow b applied dally- It will trader a 

”■«*. r** 1 •«w>S comphnlm. 

A Niuple of eechof Woodbury ■ Facial Soap. Facial 
Urea*. Facial Uwrdrr aad tout Oaarn aad ■ 
Bro uly looS —Bed n mdpt s( Mr. The rontai 
g?r..’? M „ lrTfr T "here. SSc. rack. JOHN H. WOOD- 
■likV. Derma udsgfM, 1X7 Wool «M sta X. X. 
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